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an entire conformity between the Carboniferous Limestone
and the underlying Devonian. This phenomenon did not
suit the theory of the man of authority who was to become
a Senator of Napoleon the Third, and Secretary of the Insti-
tute. I never had any serious dispute with De Beaumont.
But as he settled his belief on certain data known to him
then, and formed his theory, which would not tally with
the new discoveries, which he ignored, I necessarily went
forward, and so offended him. My excellent friend De
Verneuil and others have shared the same fate. In those
days, however, we were on very friendly terms, and, as on
former occasions, he gave me a dinner at the Palais Eoyal.
D'Archiac was then rising fast to the eminence as a geo-
logical writer and sound reasoner (combining palaeontology
and field geology) which he has now attained (1865). On
the other hand, D'Orbigny, who was a dashing palaeontolo-
gist, and too fond of rapid identifications, though he made
beautiful collections of fossils, was evidently on the wane.

" It was on the occasion of this visit to Paris that I was
presented to Louis Philippe, and had a long conversation
with Mm. M. Guizot, who was then Prime Minister, and
who, when he came to London as ambassador, had dined
with me at the Geographical Club (he being then President
of the French Geographical Society), asked me to one of his
'grands diners/ at which the Chancellor, Pasquier, and
several great folks were present. On the following day I
received a letter, evidently the work of Guizot, from the
Aide-de-camp au Eoi, saying that his Majesty would be
happy to receive me at the Tuileries at 12 o'clock on the
following day, and mentioning the gate at which I was to
enter. Driving thither, in full uniform, and my Silurian."                                       l See p. 382, note.
